








W E ·s T O F T H E R E V O L U T I O N 

In his journal, Solov'ev remained largely silent about his thirty-five 
months on Unalaska and the surrounding islands, where his crew 
harvested the vast majority of the furs that would eventually be 
sent 
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on to Kyakhta. There was "nothing worthy of notice" in the journal, 
declared the Russian Senate, which ordered future voyagers to keep bet
ter records. Solov'ev's reticence may have been grounded in knowledge 
of the fate of Ivan Bechevin, a wealthy Irkutsk merchant who was put 
on trial in 1764 for the actions of his company. The official investigation 
concluded that Bechevin's promyshlenniki-who · kidnapped, raped, 
and murdered a number of Aleut women-committed "indescribable 
abuses, ruin and murder upon the natives." 39 

Nonetheless, enough details exist to reveal that relations between 
Solov'ev and the Aleuts rapidly deteriorated. Shortly after Solov'ev set 
up camp on Unalaska, he sent out two hunting parties. A detachment 
from the first became stranded in a cove surrounded by high cliffs. 
The Aleuts who discovered the vulnerable men severed their arm and 
leg tendons and then cut off their limbs and heads. Latet, they boasted 
to Solov'ev, "we are going to kill all of you just like we killed.Russian 
people before." Solov'ev ordered two Aleut captives stabbed to death.40 

The remainder of the first party went west, to hunt on Umnak and 
other western islands. It met with success, according to Solov'ev. The 
men lived peacefully with the islanders, who "voluntarily" gave them 
hostages, traded with them, and paid iasak. "I was always happy with 
those foreigners and nothing bad happened while we stayed there," he 
stated. (lnozemtsy, meaning "foreigners," was the term Russians applied to 
the native peoples of Siberia, as well as to the Aleuts.) Their acquiescence 
to Solov'ev's presence may have been forged in the 1760s, when, accord
ing co one report, promyshlenniki had virtually "exterminated" the 
"disobedient" populations on southern Umnak and its western islets.41 

The second party went east to Akutan, Akun, Avatanak, and 
Tigalda, now known as part of the Krenitzin Islands. Together not even 
a third the size of Un�l�ska, these tiny outposts with rocky coasts are 
rich in sea lions, seals, and otters. Until Solov'ev's crew arrived in Sep
tember 1772, its local residents, unlike those to the west of Unalaska, 
had successfully turned back the few Russians who had tried to hunt 
on the islands.42 

Among the party was Petr Natrubin, Solov'ev's "henchman," in 






